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If you’ve been to the Administrative
Office of Big Lakes Developmental
Center, you may have noticed some
of the artwork that is displayed and
you also may have recognized some
of the subjects on the drawings.
Mary Gordon is the artist of these
priceless pieces and she worked at
Big Lakes a few years ago.  

Every year InterHab holds a 
conference where they present
awards to various individuals.  The
awards are pieces of art created by
staff and clients of InterHab 
members.  In 2013, Mary was a 
student at Kansas State University
and worked at the Newbury Group
Home at Big Lakes.  She indicated an
interest in submitting something for
the InterHab Art and Award 
Ceremony.  Mary’s piece, which 
included three of the men who lived
at the Newbury Home, was selected
to be presented as an award.  When
Mary brought in that first piece of
art, we knew that was something we

were interested in and asked Mary if
she would be willing to do more
pieces for Big Lakes.  Although Mary
has graduated and no longer works
at Big Lakes, she has continued to
draw for us.

In 1996, Big Lakes Foundation
began recognizing donors at the 
Cornerstone Level ($2,500 to $4,999)
by dedicating a Martha Perske print
in the name of the donor.  Big Lakes
soon ran out of Perske prints to 
dedicate and Mary Gordon’s art
seemed like a perfect solution.  She
got to know the men who lived at
Newbury Home well and also got to
know some of the other clients at
Friday Fun Night, a Special Populations
activity sponsored by Manhattan
Parks and Recreation.  Mary’s 
drawings are realistic, but caricature‐
like in style.  They seem to really 
capture the personalities of the
clients that she draws and we love
having the images of our own clients
to share with visitors at our office.        
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Big Lakes currently has over 240 full‐ and part‐time employment positions in their programs in Manhattan•
and Clay Center.
Employees are rewarded for exceptional performance through advancement and leadership development•
opportunities.  Many of Big Lakes’ management staff began their careers as direct support staff.
Direct support staff responsibilities include:  promoting maximum independence while ensuring health and•
safety; assisting with/providing personal care/hygiene, feeding, bathing, and meal preparation; engaging in
community activities; maintaining safe and healthy facilities; record keeping; and ensuring compliance of
policies and procedures.
Big Lakes has a full‐time, on‐site Training Coordinator.  Comprehensive initial and ongoing training includes•
CPR/First Aid/Automated External Defibrillator, Behavioral Supports, Safety, Lifting, Medication Management,
and Universal Precautions.

DID YOU KNOW Big Lakes is a major employer in Manhattan

At left, Mary is pictured with the men she worked with at 
Newbury Group Home.  From left to right: Joedy, Eric,
Michael C., Mary, Steven, Michael P., Josh, and Ryan.

Mary was born in Germany and moved around with her family growing up while her
dad was in the Army. She’s lived in Manhattan for most of her life, so she calls it
home. Mary will be moving to Athens, Georgia this fall to pursue a Masters of Fine
Art in Printmaking and Book Arts. 

Mary says, “The main things that make me want to create art are my interactions
with people, plants and wildlife around me.” Mary currently works part‐time at the
Manhattan Art Center, and will be teaching a few workshops this summer before
she heads down to Georgia.

More information about Mary’s art can be found at www.mary‐gordon.com.

A Little More About Mary Gordon

Big Lakes is currently hiring!  
For a list of our current openings and to apply online visit www.biglakes.org.


